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Remnant Pralrle Flanagan Pralrle Natural Area, Franklln County, Arkansas
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"éih_j/‘fémnant grasslands are disproportionally
biologically diverse!
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Switchgrass (Panicum Big Bluestem
virgatum) (Andropogon gerardii)

Indian Grass
(Sorghastrum nutans)

Ny
i

Little Bluestem
{Schizachyrium
scoparium)




Prairie Gayfeather N ] i&,ﬁ’gintbn\ash :
(Liatris pycnostachya) £ (Castilleja coccinea)
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Pale Purple Coneflower
(Echinacea pallida)

Compass Plant ‘

Silphium laciniat
Butterfly Milkweed (R hiunmiacigiiiy

(Asclepias tuberosa)




Arkansas Beard-tongue
(Penstemon arkansanus)

Narrow-leaf Sunflower
(Helianthus
angustifolius)
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Large Coneflower (Rudbeckia
grandiflora)

"

Gream False Indigo
¥\ (Baptisia bracteata)

Mea =1-¥:1114Y
(Rhexia mariana)
——

Green Milkweed
(Asclepias viridis)




“MOST NATIVE GRASSLANDS ARE NOT REALLY EARLY SUCCESSIONAL
COMMUNITIES, BUT ARE STABLE, MATURE COMMUNITIES WITH A LATE
SUCCESSIONAL GROUND LAYER MAINTAINED BY PERIODIC ABOVE GROUND
DISTURBANCE WITHIN A CERTAIN RANGE OF VARIATION”

. Jennifer Akin/ANHC
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Mesic Tallgrass Prairie — Franklin County, Arkansas




NINE-MILE PRAIRIE

This is one of the largest tracts of virgin
prairie remaining in eastern Nebraska. Starting
in the 1920s, it was the site of more than 40 years
of pioneering studies of scientific plant ecology
by J. E. Weaver and students at the University of
Nebraska. Of aesthetic and scientific interest, the
prairie, in the words of Weaver, “is composed of many
different species of native American plants....
One is awed by its immensity, its complexity, and
the seeming impossibility of understanding and
describing it. But after certain principles and
facts become clear, one comes not only to know and
understand the grasslands but also to delight in
them.... The climax vegetation is the outcome of
thousands of years of sorting and modification
of species and adaptations to soil and climate.
Prairie is much more than land covered by grass.
It is a slowly evolved, highly complex, organic
entity, centuries old. Once destroyed, it can never
be replaced by man."”

Acquisition of this remnant of Nebraska's natural
heritage was through the University of Nebraska
Foundation. Two citizens were tireless in their
efforts to secure this prairie for posterity:
Ernest Rousek and A. T. Harrison.

of Nebraska Foundation Nebraska State Historical Society

Wes Knapp

“The... vegetation is the
outcome of thousands of years
of sorting and modification of
species and adaptations to soil
and climate. Prairie is much
more than land covered by
grass. Itis a slowly evolved,
highly complex, organic entity,
centuries old. Once destroyed,
it can never be replaced by
man.”

- J. E. Weaver




Jennifer Akin/ANHC

Seepage Prairie — Franklin County, Arkansas




Jennifer Akin/ANHC -

Seepage Prairie — Franklin County, Arkansas




Healthy remnant grasslands are more than just grass!
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Chert Prairie — Boone County, Arkansas
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Dry-Mesic Upland Prairie — Franklin County, Arkansas
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Dry-Mesic Chert Prairie — Boone County, Arkansas




Healthy remnant grasslands are more than ju .
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Nodulation of Common and Endangered Legumes by Symbiotic Nitrogen-Fixing
Bacteria Present in Native Illinois Prairie Soils

Sarah B. Marousek, Greg Pollard. and Steven L. Daniel

Department of Biological Sciences, Eastern Illmois Unrversity Charleston. IL 61920
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Google Earth

“Bald Knobs” - Dolomite Glades and Barrens, White River Hills (Baxter County, Arkansas)




Dolomite Glade, Barrens, and Woodland — Ripley County, Missouri




Woodlands
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C. Woodland: An open forest with a vigorous turf of grasses and flowers throughout the growing
seasons. Depends on frequent fire. Many trees have spreading lower limbs. Bright enough for oak or
pine regeneration (i.e. less than 80% canopy cover).

lllustration by Paul Nelson, from The Tallgrass Restoration Handbook, Island Press
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The Herbaceous Layer Matters

52 species in 1 m?
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“l,ohgléavff Pine Savanna
: Eastern NC
Photo by: Reed Noss




Grassland Fidelity Index
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CoC Results

Coefficients of Conservatism by Species
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Heliophily Results

Heliophily Score by Species
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