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Variety of Plants, Animals, and 
Natural Communities

Key to Ecosystem Function and 
Resilience

Flexibility, Adaptation, and Stability

Ecological Processes and 
Ecosystem Services

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fphoto.php%3Ffbid%3D342499379565
261%26id%3D339147793233753%26set%3Da.341294123019120&psig=AOvVaw0wr7DLIpVDPs0_N8eFssrr&ust=1740436
991324000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBgQ3YkBahcKEwj4_qCY79qLAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQBA



https://css.umich.edu/publications/factsheets/sustainability-indicators/biodiversity-factsheet



Biodiversity Crisis

Suffered Substantial Losses Already

Continuous, Emerging, and Compounding Threats

Limited Environmental Protections

Lots of Needs, Unknowns, Data Gaps

Limited Staff, Resources, and Funding



The Solution

Collaborations and Partnerships

Strategic Approach

Focus Limited Resources and Funding

Utilize shared Knowledge, Experience, and Expertise

Science-Based Decision Making

Identify and Prioritize Greatest Needs

Living Planning Tool

Accessible and Usable to All



State Wildlife Action Plans

Blueprint for Conserving Species and 
Preventing Further Declines or 
Federal Listing

Collaborative, Strategic Approach

8 Required Elements

Eligible to receive State Wildlife 
Grant funding

Public/ 
Partner 
Input

Habitat
Threats

Research 
Needs

Conservation 
Actions

Monitoring





Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN)

Identified by each State or U.S. Territory

High NatureServe G- & S-ranks

Most Imperiled Species
Rare

Highly Threatened

Declining Population

Limited Habitat Availability

Narrow-range Endemic

Limited Information/Knowledge

R-SGCN
200 Species occur in Arkansas



NatureServe S-Ranks
RANK DEFINITION

SX
Presumed Extirpated ðSpecies or ecosystem is believed to be extirpated from the jurisdiction (i.e., 
nation, or state/province). Not located despite intensive searches of historical sites and other 
appropriate habitat, and virtually no likelihood that it will be rediscovered.

SH

Possibly Extirpated ï Known from only historical records but still some hope of rediscovery. There is 
evidence that the species or ecosystem may no longer be present in the jurisdiction, but not enough to 
state this with certainty. Examples of such evidence include (1) that a species has not been 
documented in approximately 20 -40 years despite some searching and/or some evidence of significant 
habitat loss or degradation; (2) that a species or ecosystem has been searched for unsuccessfully, but 
not thoroughly enough to presume that it is no longer present in the jurisdiction.

S1 Critically Imperiled At very high risk of extirpation in the jurisdiction due to very restricted range, 
very few populations or occurrences, very steep declines, severe threats, or other factors.

S2 Imperiled ð At high risk of extirpation in the jurisdiction due to restricted range, few populations or 
occurrences, steep declines, severe threats, or other factors.

S3 Vulnerable ð At moderate risk of extirpation in the jurisdiction due to a fairly restricted range, 
relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and widespread declines, threats, or other factors.

S4
Apparently Secure ð At a fairly low risk of extirpation in the jurisdiction due to an extensive range 
and/or many populations or occurrences, but with possible cause for some concern as a result of local 
recent declines, threats, or other factors.

S5 Secure ð At very low or no risk of extirpation in the jurisdiction due to a very extensive range, 
abundant populations or occurrences, with little to no concern from declines or threats.





Arkansas Wildlife Action Plan

2005 Original
369 SGCN

63 Habitats

2015 Version
377 SGCN

56 Habitats

2019 Minor Revision
380 SGCN

2025 Revision
>500 SGCN

Due October 1, 2025



AWAP Revision
Revisioning, Refining, & Enhancing to Improve Usefulness

Standardizing
Better Promote Landscape and Regional Conservation
New SGCN Criteria & Prioritization Method

Updated Threats, Needs, and Habitat Associations

Adding Plants 

Adding Habitat Guilds

Updating Habitat Types
Revamping Habitat Section and DFCs

Adding Conservation Opportunity Areas (COAs)

Developing New Database

Upcoming Online Dashboard



Standardized Threats (High/1st-level)

Residential & Commercial Development

Agriculture & Aquaculture 

Energy Production & Mining 

Transportation & Service Corridors 

Biological Resource Use

Human Intrusions & Disturbance

Natural System Modifications

Invasive & Problematic Species, Pathogens & Genes

Pollution

Geological Events

Climate Change Citation: Conservation Measures Partnership (2016) 
CMP Direct Threats Classification v 2.0



Standardized Conservation Actions (High/1st-level)

Land / Water Management

Species Management

Awareness Raising

Law Enforcement & Prosecution

Livelihood, Economic & Moral Incentives 

Conservation Designation & Planning

Legal & Policy Frameworks

Research & Monitoring

Education & Training

Citation: Conservation Measures Partnership (2016) 
CMP Conservation Actions Classification v 2.0



Standardized Data Gaps (High/1st-level)

Taxonomic Clarity

Distribution Knowledge

Species Needs

Population Needs

Condition of Populations

Threats Assessment

Adopted and Modified from TPWD Approach



Standardized Threats, Conservation Actions, & Data Gaps

Identified for each SGCN as:

Priority

Additional

Not Needed

Not Applicable

Unknown



Hierarchical Habitat Redesign

Guilds

AWAP Habitat Types

Sub-Aquatic

Micro-Aquatic

Guilds
Forests and Woodlands
Prairies and Savannas
Glades and Barrens
Cliff and Talus
Caves and Karst
Rivers and Streams
Riparian and Floodplains
Marshes and Swamps
Reservoirs
Plantation
Cropland
Pastureland
Developed Areas



2025 AWAP Habitat Types
Crowley's Ridge Mesic Loess Slope Forest

Crowley's Ridge Sand Forest

Lower Mississippi Alluvial Plain Grand Prairie and Savanna

Lower Mississippi River Bottomland Depression

Lower Mississippi River Dune Pond, Forest and Woodland

Lower Mississippi River Flatwoods, Forest and Woodland

Lower Mississippi River High Bottomland Forest

Lower Mississippi River Low Bottomland Forest

Lower Mississippi River Riparian Forest

Ouachita Montane Oak Forest

Ozark-Ouachita Calcareous Glade and Barrens

Ozark-Ouachita Cliff and Talus

Ozark-Ouachita Dry Acidic Glade and Barrens

Ozark-Ouachita Dry Oak and Pine Woodland

Ozark-Ouachita Dry-Mesic Oak Forest and Woodland

Ozark-Ouachita Forested Seep

Ozark-Ouachita Large Floodplain

Ozark-Ouachita Mesic Hardwood Forest

Ozark-Ouachita Pine-Bluestem Woodland

Ozark-Ouachita Pine-Oak Forest and Woodland

Ozark-Ouachita Prairie and Savanna

Ozark-Ouachita Riparian

West Gulf Coastal Plain Calcareous Prairie and Savanna

West Gulf Coastal Plain Large River Floodplain Forest

West Gulf Coastal Plain Nonriverine Wet Hardwood-Pine Flatwoods

West Gulf Coastal Plain Pine-Hardwood Flatwoods

West Gulf Coastal Plain Pine-Hardwood Forest and Woodland

West Gulf Coastal Plain Red River Floodplain Forest

West Gulf Coastal Plain Saline Barrens

West Gulf Coastal Plain Sandhill Oak and Shortleaf Pine Forest and 
Woodland

West Gulf Coastal Plain Seepage Swamp and Baygall

West Gulf Coastal Plain Small Stream and River Forest

Herbaceous Wetland

Gravel and Sand Bars

Caves, Mines, Sinkholes and other Karst Features

Lakes and Ponds

Large Rivers

Small Rivers and Streams

Cultivated Forest

Pasture Land

Crop Land

Urban/Suburban



Aquatic Habitat Types

Sub-Aquatic

Wet Weather Conveyance

Headwaters - Intermittent through 2nd 
order

Small River - 3rd through 5th order

Large River - 6th through 12th order

Groundwater

Lakes - greater than 10 acres

Ponds less than 10 acres

Wetlands

Micro-Aquatic

Roadside Ditch

Row Crop Ditch

Riffle

Run

Pool

Glide

Backwater

Side channel

Oxbow

Spring

Cave Stream

Hot Spring

Permanent Wetland

Temporary Wetland 



Habitat Associations

Each SGCN determined to be:

Obligate

Optimal

Suitable

Associated

Unsuitable

Unknown



Revised Species Accounts


