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The Flora of Arkansas

Reference: Witsell, T., V.L. McDaniel, B.T. Baker, D.M. Zollner, G.L. De Jong, S.L. Hooks. 2024. 
Coefficients of conservatism for the vascular flora of Arkansas. Phytoneuron 46:1т99.

3,124 TAXA OF VASCULAR PLANTS
(species, subspecies, varieties, & hybrids) 

2,363 NATIVE (76%)

1724 secure (S4-S5)

622 conservation concern (S1-S3)

17 endemic to Arkansas

11 NATIVE IN PARTS OF AR

750 NON-NATIVE (24%)

162 invasive in natural communities

Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis var. canadensis)

Eric Hunt

Big-leaf magnolia (Magnolia macrophylla)

Theo Witsell

ÉƣĲƖŰќƚШůĲĬũċƖШыCrataegus xcanescens)

John Moore

Northern catalpa (Catalpa speciosa)

Gary Fleming

Southern catalpa (Catalpa bignonioides)

David G. Smith

Leatherleaf mahonia (Berberis bealei)

Jim Keesling
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Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis)

Japanese wisteria 
(Wisteria floribunda )
Å Known from 3 counties in AR
Å Longer racemes
ÅMore leaflets

Flowers April-July

Habitat: disturbed areas, 
roadsides, old homesites



American wisteria (Wisteria frutescens)

Flowers Apr-May
Habitat: swamps, bottomlands, streambanks, 
less commonly in uplands



tree-of-heaven, stink tree 
Ailanthus altissima

Deciduous medium-sized tree to 65 ft (20 m), forming colonies 
by root suckers

Bark smooth or slightly fissured

Leaves ċũƣĲƖŰċƣĲЯШƓŔŰŰċƣĲũǃШĦŸůƓŸƨŰĬЯШĬĲĦŔĬƨŸƨƚбШΟΜњШũŸŰŊШ
with 11-41 leaflets; tips long-pointed, margins mostly entire, 
with 1-few teeth near base of each leaflet, the tooth bearing a 
small, round gland

Flowers  Apr-May; imperfect, plants dioecious (male and 
female flowers on separate individuals); greenish-yellow with 5 
petals; in large clusters at tips of branches

Fruit  Sep-Oct; winged, twisted, yellow to bright red when 
young, turning tan at maturity

QUICK ID: All plant parts foul -smelling; bark smooth or 
slightly fissured; leaflet margins entire except for 1 -few 
teeth at base, each tooth bearing a small, round gland

glands

Photos clockwise from top left: Jennifer Ogle, Theo Witsell, Ohio State Weed Lab, Jennifer Ogle



black walnut
(Juglans nigra)

Photos L-R: Jennifer Ogle, Theo Witsell, Doug Goldman, Jennifer Ogle x3

tree -of-heaven
(Ailanthus altissima )



Photos L-R: Theo Witsell, Leslie J. Mehrhoff, Aaron Carlson, David G. Smith, Jennifer Ogle

male flowers (catkins)

female flowers

black walnut
(Juglans nigra)

tree -of-heaven
(Ailanthus altissima )



smooth sumac
(Rhus glabra)

Photos L-R: Jennifer Ogle x2, Theo Witsell, Jennifer Ogle x3

tree -of-heaven
(Ailanthus altissima )



Photos L-R: Jennifer Ogle x2, Theo Witsell, Nova Patch, Tyson Gregory, Jennifer Ogle

winged sumac
(Rhus copall inum )

tree -of-heaven
(Ailanthus altissima )


