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Background

ARLATX COLLABORATION

The University of Arkansas at Monticello, Louisiana Tech
University, and Texas A&M Forest Service are working together
to assist Family Forest Landowners from Arkansas, Louisiana,

and Texas with the technical and financial assistance needed to
enroll their forestland In certification programs.



ARLATX COLLABORATION
FO R E S I The University of Arkansas at Monticello, Louisiana Tech University, and Texas A&M Forest Service
are working together to assist Family Forest Landowners from Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas with
‘ E R | | F | ‘ : I I O N the technical and financial assistance needed to enroll their forestland in certification programs.

WHATIS IT? CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS
It's a process involving independent verification that

responsible forest management practices are being / AMERICAN TREE .’ S FOREST STEWARDSHIP @ SUSTAINABLE
implemented and that wood products from certified FARM SYSTEM FSC COUNCIL FORESTRY INITIATIVE
forests can be identified throughout the supply chain i Focused on the sustainability

of industrial forestland and
responsible fiber sourcing
practices

Dedicated to sustaining forest iPromote environmental, social,
and protecting wildlife and i and economically viable forest
TOTAL CERTIFIED ACRES (thousands)* water resources L management
TARGET
Family forest ownerships
4% ACREAGE . o
! 10 - 10,000 ac No limit or 2,470 ac for family

=== of family forest ownerships classification |
forestland

Industrial and family forest

. Industrial ownerships
ownerships

No limit

TYPES OF CERTIFICATION

1% f ! FOREST MANAGEMENT (FM)
of family eerd : 12%

forestland s of family
forestland
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What Is Forest
Certification?

It's a process involving
Independent verification that
responsible forest management
practices are being
Implemented and that wood
products from certified forests
can be identified throughout
the supply chain.
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being managed to the best of
their ability to promote
conservation and sustainability
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TYPES OF
CERTIFICATION

A FOREST MANAGEMENT (FM)
Verify that forest operations
from growing to harvesting
comply with standards

A CHAIN OF CUSTODY (COCQ)
Trace certified wood fiber
from forest to final product




Types of Certifications

\ American Tree Farm System ™ SL STAI NABLE
RS e howsteurisiprom e rivts. / 5 FORESTS @ FORESTRY
FOR ALL INITIATIVE

F S C SFI-00001




‘1% American Tree Farm System
We grow stewardship from the roots.

Dedicated to sustainability
water/wildlife resources

Family Owned Forests

10T 10,000 acres

Oc gkt Llago

FORESTS
FOR ALL
ESC

Environmental/Social/Economical
forest management

Industrial and Family Owned

No limit/2,740 acres Family Owned
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SUSTAINABLE
FORESTRY

INITIATIVE

SFI-00001

Sustainability of industry
owned forestland

Industrial owned

No Limit



Pros and Cons of Certification

PROS CONS
AMarket Access AMarkets are dependent on
(Mill Dependent) proximity and production

type

AForest Health .
AA : ATax Incentives are state
lternative Offsets dependent. "Visit

ATax Incentives timbertax.org for more info
AAlternative Offsets?
ACosts?



How to become
certified

*Not all forests or private lands
need to be certified*

BE INQUISITIVE




Questions to ask

What are your overall
objectives for land
management?

Wildlife? Timber production?
Forest Health? All-
encompassing?

You understand that forest
certification is long -term (at
least 5 years)?

Etc.




HOW TO GET CERTIFIED?

INITIAL DISCUSSION o

| program representative
for your state or region

@ ' Contact the certification

MANAGEMENT PLAN ——

E;]Oﬂ " Work with a forester to
=) &
= O = | develop a management plan
Y ¢ that meet your objectives
and the program standards
4

o

'
I
H I!I |
]
i
L

L}

.

.,

Get audited by an independent,
third-party auditor to verify
that your operations meet the
program standards

CERTIFICATION STATUS -

. If the auditor determines that
" | you meet the program

' a standards, you will obtain a

_ certificate valid for 5 years

ARE AUDITS REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN
THE CERTIFICATION STATUS?

YE I Audits ensure conformance to the
* certification program standards

INITIAL ASSESSMENT R

WHO CAN HELP ME IN EACH STEP OF THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS?

REPRESENTATIVES

American Tree Farm System  Forest Stewardship Council Sustainable Forestry Initiative

Arkansas Forestry Association  Consultants
Louisiana Forestry Association
Texas Forestry Association

FORESTERS
Arkansas Louisiana

County Forestry Division Crew State Forestry Offices
Foresters Board of Registration LFA Registered Foresters

CERTIFYING BODIES

Participation Application Form

Texas
Texas A&M Forest Service Forester
TFA Accredited Foresters

American Tree Farm System  Forest Stewardship Council Sustainable Forestry Initiative

Arkansas Forestry Association  FSC-accredited Certifiers

Louisiana Forestry Association
Texas Forestry Association

HOW TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS?

Conformance with the certification program
standards is essential. This may include:

* Comply with national and local laws

* Minimize adverse environmental impacts
from the forest management operations

» |Implement and keep an updated
management plan

* Monitor and keep detailed records of the
operations and condition of the forest

HOW OFTEN WILL THEY ACCESS—[™

Independent Certification Bodies

AMERICAN TREE FARM SYSTEM
ANNUAL AUDIT
Annual assessment occurs between February
and March. Landowners may have their
property assessed yearly based on a sample of
Tree Farms.

When a Landowner is selected for Assessment,
both forester and landowner are notified in
advanced. The Assessment normally takes a

couple of hours for one day. If the Tree Farmer

does not have a forester, one is assigned to do
the Assessment.



.~ " Get audited by an independent,
. third-party auditor to verify

/ that your operations meet the

" program standards

. CERTIFICATION STATUS -
' If the auditor determines that
@ | you meet the program
.‘ ' standards, you will obtain a
certificate valid for 5 years

ARE AUDITS REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN
THE CERTIFICATION STATUS?

YESI Audits ensure conformance to the
* certification program standards

There are two types of audits:
+ Surveillance audits occur every year
+ Recertification audits occur at the end of
the five-year certification cycle

Sustainable Forestry Initiative
Independent Certification Bodies

Forest Stewardship Council
FSC-accredited Certifiers

American Tree Farm System
Arkansas Forestry Association
Louisiana Forestry Association
Texas Forestry Association

AMERICAN TREE FARM SYSTEM
ANNUAL AUDIT
Annual assessment occurs between February
and March. Landowners may have their
property assessed yearly based on a sample of
Tree Farms.

HOW TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS?

Conformance with the certification program
standards is essential. This may include:

« Comply with national and local laws

* Minimize adverse environmental impacts
from the forest management operations

» Implement and keep an updated
management plan

* Monitor and keep detailed records of the
operations and condition of the forest

When a Landowner is selected for Assessment,
both forester and landowner are notified in
advanced. The Assessment normally takes a

couple of hours for one day. If the Tree Farmer

does not have a forester, one is assigned to do
the Assessment.

HOW OFTEN WILL THEY ACCESS
MY PROPERTY? |E Every 5 years, third-party auditors do a field

Scheduled field visits occur once a year verification of a sample of over 30 Tree Farm
during surveillance or recertification Properties. This verification requires 3 days of

audits work.



EEO/Compliance

Certification requires annual, independent, third -party
assessments of compliance to predetermined standards that
alm to ensure:

ASafe work environment

AFair wages and benefits

ALegal compliance

AWellbeing of surrounding communities
ACultural, recreational, and aesthetic values



Arkansas statebased programs

P dJWe !l JWNYRUNWgYWnYH:WGCR

f"‘ American Tree Farm System
N, We grow stewardship from the roots.



Certification Agency In Arkansas

ARKANSAS FORESTRY ASSOCIATION

Arkforests.org



State-based programs

Steps for a landowner to take:

ACall or email Arkansas Tree Farm Program Administrator: Anna Sparks
501-374-2441 or asparks@arkforests.org

AProvide the number of acres and the county, along with landowner
iInformation.

AAnna will reach out to one of the certified tree farm inspectors in your
area to contact the landowner.

AA forester will contact the landowner, to set up a time to meet for an
Inspection of the property.

AOur office will bill the landowner once an year, and ideally inspections
will be done every 5 years to the new standards.



Direct Costs Assoclated with Certification

$75 for the first tree farm
$20 per farm after that

MAXIMUM $5,000



INn-Direct Costs
Associated with
Certification

Money may be spent on
management strategies and
practices to meet the standards
of the agreement.
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Fire
Management

A Arkansas Forestry Division

A $50/acre with a $575
minimum



