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Background

ARLATX COLLABORATION

The University of Arkansas at Monticello, Louisiana Tech 
University, and Texas A&M Forest Service are working together 
to assist Family Forest Landowners from Arkansas, Louisiana, 

and Texas with the technical and financial assistance needed to 
enroll their forestland in certification programs.



Background

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.arkforests.org/resource/resmgr/certification_infographic_ac.pdf



What is Forest 
Certification?

It's a process involving 
independent verification that 

responsible forest management 
practices are being 

implemented and that wood 
products from certified forests 
can be identified throughout 

the supply chain.



ÉŔůƓũǃШƓƨƣвЮ

fƣќƚШċŰШċƚƚƨƖċŰĦĲШƣőċƣШŉŸƖĲƚƣƚШċƖĲШ
being managed to the best of 

their ability to promote 
conservation and sustainability



Why is it 
Important?

Å821,000 family landowners who 
own 32 million acres of forest 

(ARLATX)

ÅThe benefits of certification extend 
to landowners and society alike

ÅProvides ability for landowners to 
infiltrate markets not given to non -

certified forestland



TYPES OF 
CERTIFICATION 

ÅFOREST MANAGEMENT (FM) 
Verify that forest operations 
from growing to harvesting 

comply with standards 

ÅCHAIN OF CUSTODY (COC) 
Trace certified wood fiber 

from forest to final product



Types of Certifications



ìőċƣќƚШƣőĲШ?ŔŉŉĲƖĲŰĦĲе

Dedicated to sustainability        Environmental/Social/Economical   Sustainability of industry
water/wildlife resources         forest management     owned forestland

Family Owned Forests        Industrial and Family Owned    Industrial owned
 
10 т 10,000 acres         No limit/2,740 acres Family Owned   No Limit



Pros and Cons of Certification

PROS
ÅMarket Access
(Mill Dependent)
ÅForest Health

ÅAlternative Offsets
ÅTax Incentives

CONS
ÅMarkets are dependent on 

proximity and production 
type

ÅTax Incentives are state 
dependent.  Visit 

timbertax.org for more info
ÅAlternative Offsets?

ÅCosts?



How to become 
certified

*Not all forests or private lands 
need to be certified*

BE INQUISITIVE



Questions to ask

What are your overall 
objectives for land 

management?

Wildlife? Timber production? 
Forest Health?  All -

encompassing?

You understand that forest 
certification is long -term (at 

least 5 years)?

Etc.







EEO/Compliance

Certification requires annual, independent, third -party 
assessments of compliance to predetermined standards that 
aim to ensure: 
ÅSafe work environment 
ÅFair wages and benefits 
ÅLegal compliance 
ÅWellbeing of surrounding communities 
ÅCultural, recreational, and aesthetic values



Arkansas state-based programs

ìĲШċƖĲШŊŸŔŰŊШƣŸШŉŸĦƨƚШůċŔŰũǃШŸŰв



Certification Agency in Arkansas

Arkforests.org



State-based programs

Steps for a landowner to take:

ÅCall or email Arkansas Tree Farm Program Administrator:  Anna Sparks 
501-374-2441 or asparks@arkforests.org
ÅProvide the number of acres and the county, along with landowner 

information.
ÅAnna will reach out to one of the certified tree farm inspectors in your 

area to contact the landowner.
ÅA forester will contact the landowner, to set up a time to meet for an 

inspection of the property. 
ÅOur office will bill the landowner once an year, and ideally inspections 

will be done every 5 years to the new standards.



Direct Costs Associated with Certification

$75 for the first tree farm
$20 per farm after that

MAXIMUM $5,000



In-Direct Costs 
Associated with 

Certification

Money may be spent on 
management strategies and 

practices to meet the standards 
of the agreement.



Maintaining 
Certification

Silvicultural practices

ÅThinning

ÅFire management

ÅPlanting

ÅPruning

ÅEtc.

BMP GUIDELINES!!!



Fire 
Management

ÅArkansas Forestry Division
Å$50/acre with a $575 

minimum


