
AGFC Private Lands Programs



AGFC Programs

2 Types of 
Programs

Habitat/Access Cost Share



Dove Fields

Å$80,000 annually ς75/25

Å7 fields

Å$200/Acre

ÅLimited Draw Quality Hunt 
Opportunity



Waterfowl Rice Incentive 
Conservation Enhancement 

(WRICE) Program



Program Background
ÅArkansas is important for waterfowl in the 

Mississippi Flyway.

ÅGeographic location.

ÅAbundance of rice fields.
ÅAverages 1.3 million acres.

ÅRice fields can act as surrogate wetlands.



Program Background

ÅIn recent years, the amount of waste rice left in 
fields has drastically reduced due to changes in 
production methods.

ÅEarly maturing rice varieties.

ÅMore efficient harvesting equipment.

ÅIncrease in post-harvest tillage.

ÅThis all leads to researchers to believe there is 
60% less waste rice available.



Program Needs

ÅProvide low disturbance habitat on 
harvested rice fields.

ÅIncrease duck energy days in harvested 
rice fields.
ÅIncentivize landowners to reduce fall 

tillage.

ÅCƻŎǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ²a!Ωǎ 
ŀƴŘ b²wΩǎΦ



Program Goals

ÅHelp farmers increase waterfowl food in harvested rice fields without financial 
burden.

ÅProvide undisturbed waterfowl habitat outside of weekend hunting 
opportunities.



Program Goals

ÅProvide permitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife-
viewing opportunities on rice fields within the MAV, 
ARV, and Red River corridor.

ÅOffer public hunting and wildlife-viewing opportunities 
on WRE/P properties within the same regions.



Program History
Å2018 
ÅInitiated as a habitat only program (pilot year).
ÅEnrolled 1,495 acres.

Å2019
ÅIntroduction of permitted hunting on program 

properties.
ÅEnrolled 1,330 acres.

Å2020-2023
ÅWRICE NRCS VPA Grant awarded to fund program.
Å2020 ς Enrolled 4,375 acres.
Å2021 ς Enrolled 4,290 acres.
Å2022 ς Enrolled 5,766 acres.
Å2023 -  Enrolled 6,333 acres.

Å2024 (Current Year) 
ÅFully funded through AGFC (VPA ended at the end of the 

2023 program year).
      



Program Requirements (Rice Fields) 

Participating landowners and farmers receive incentive payments to:
ÅSuspend fall rice field tillage
ÅLeave stubble standing.

ÅRoll stubble with flat or cleated roller.

ÅConduct patchy burns (Kelley Diamond may be 

    used to prep for burn).

ÅProvide shallow water (2-18 inches) from November 1st ς February 15th.
ÅRainfall Dependent Field

ÅClose structures and rainfall floods field.

ÅGuaranteed Water Field
ÅClose structures and actively pump the fields using 

     surface water sources.



Program Requirements (Rice Fields) Cont.

Participating landowners and farmers receive incentive payments to:

ÅAllow AGFC to conduct permitted 
waterfowl hunting.

ÅAllow wildlife viewing on property 
from November 1st ς February 28th.



Program Requirements (WRE/P) 

Participating landowners and farmers receive incentive payments to:
ÅAllow walk-in or permitted hunting during open hunting seasons.

ÅAllow wildlife viewing on property from November 1st ς February 28th.



WRICE Program Payments

ÅRice Fields
ÅSuspend fall tillage (mandatory).
ÅShallow-water development (Rainfall 

Dependent).
Å$25 per acre

ÅShallow-water development (Surface-
Water Active Pumping).
Å$50 per acre

ÅPermitted waterfowl hunting and wildlife 
viewing.
Å$100 per acre

ÅWRE/P Properties
ÅPublic hunting and wildlife viewing.
Å$50 per acre



Deer Management Assistance Program



What is DMAP?

Nearly 90% of Arkansas is privately owned

B 3ÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÈÅÒÄ
BDeer Quantity

BDeer Quality

A free program that assists clubs with the management of 
their local deer herd and local habitat needs on private land

Management Decision



$-!0ȭÓ 0ÒÉÍÁÒÙ 'ÏÁÌÓ
B Provide technical assistance to help 

clubs meet specific goals using quality 
deer management principles

B Provide robust data sets capable of 
tracking biological population indices

B Provide site specific education to 
improve the quality of local deer herds 

B Comparative harvest reports

B Harvest and habitat recommendations

B Harvest and habitat management plans

B Disease awareness and prevention

B Assist other conservation agencies with 
the ability to provide specialized deer 
removal tools/opportunities

B Provide technical assistance to reduce 
deer-human conflicts



How does DMAP help manage the 
local deer herd?

Biologist

BDetermines DMAP level of 
participation

BEducates the participant on how to 
collect data and follow regulations

BAnalyze data collected

BProvide a customized, property 
specific report with future harvest 
ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ 
management goals

Participant

BAccurately collect and submit 
biological data from the deer 
harvested on their property

BAccurately collect and submit 
observation data (if necessary)

BAdhere to biologist recommendations 
and strive to meet goals

1

2-
3- > 4

5< -6



How does DMAP help manage your 
habitat?

BBiologist can develop habitat recommendations for 
improving deer and other wildlife populations

BBiologist may also be able to identify possible 
financial assistance to help manage the property

Participants can request a free habitat site visit and habitat 
management plan



Participants in DMAP Learn
B The importance of balanced sex 

ratios and age structure
B The importance of quality habitat 

and proper herd management for 
improved herd quality

B Quality deer management principles B Beneficial habitat management 
practices specific to their property

B Disease monitoring, prevention, and 
abatement

B Potential financial assistance 
programs available to help manage 
the property



2023ɀ2024 Summary

B7,500 ɀ 9,000 Biodata records (~72%)

B15K ɀ 17K Hunter observation hrs. 
B100% statewide this year

DMAP Tenure Percent

First year 3.8%

2 ς 5 years 26.0%

6 ς 10 years 24.3%

More than 10 years 46.0%
Club Size Percent

Less than 500 acres 11.5%

501 ς 1,000 acres 25.5%

1,001 ς 2,500 acres 41.7%

2,501 ς 5,000 acres 14.5%

More than 5,000 acres 6.8%

Club Ownership Percent

Privately Owned 62.6%

Leased from private individual 8.9%

Leased from a timber company 23.8%

Other 4.7%

712 709
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0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

# of Enrolled DMAP Clubs

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 1A Total

1,351,647

1,375,164

1,197,076

1,244,866

1,185,781

1,307,955

1,221,619

1,260,492

1,342,697

1,050,000

1,100,000

1,150,000

1,200,000

1,250,000

1,300,000

1,350,000

1,400,000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Total Acres Enrolled



(675)



DMAP Improvements

Increase Public Interactions

B AGFC and NDA Cost Share Positions
B5 fulltime DMAP positions 

BGreenway Corporate Sponsorship
B-ÏÒÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȣȣ


