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Natural divisions are geographic regions of a larger area like a state, 

country, or continent.  A division contains similar landscapes, climates, and 

substrate features like geology and soils that support similar vegetation and 

wildlife across the divisionôs area.  The geographic regions often cross 

political boundaries and contain smaller subdivisions.

An ecoregion is a "recurring pattern of ecosystems associated with 

characteristic combinations of soil and landform that characterize that region".

An ecosystem is a community of living organisms in conjunction with the 

nonliving components of their environment, interacting as a system. These 

biotic and abiotic components are linked together through nutrient cycles and 

energy flows.



Level I Ecoregions of North America

Four levels: Level I divides North America 

into 15 ecological regions.

ftp://ftp.epa.gov/wed/ecoregions/cec_na/NA_LEVEL_I.pdf


Level II Ecoregions of North America

Level II divides the continent into 52 ecological regions. 

ftp://ftp.epa.gov/wed/ecoregions/cec_na/NA_LEVEL_II.pdf


EPA Level III Ecoregions of the United States 
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Level III - 7 ecoregions in Arkansas;  Level IV - 32 ecoregions in Arkansas





Potential Natural Vegetation Map.  Central Hardwoods Joint Venture.
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Upper Boston Mountains

EPA Level IV Ecoregions of the Boston Mountains

Lower Boston Mountains



EPA Level IV Ecoregions of the Ozark Plateaus
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Mosaic of Grassland, Woodland, and Forest
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Upper Buffalo Wilderness Area.  Ozark National Forest.  Newton County 


